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0-1450: New Faith and New Commerce

T hat is why they are the best g
' 'klnge ‘Every king wants to have.a singer-to perpetuate his' * -

... kings: from obhvron as inen ‘have.short. memorles ‘Kings -
... have. prescrlbed destrnres just Tike men, “and seers. who |
. prob ‘the future know i They. have knowledge of the: .
' Sroas We grlots ‘are’ eposltones of the knowl—':
. thid' past. But whoever knows th' hlstory cf a'. '
"‘coun ty-can-réad its future! ‘
R - {Other: peoples use! wntrng 1o record the past but thlS
lnventron has Killed- the: faculty ‘of memmory- among’ therm, o
. past ‘any more, for writing: leicks . the: -
With. them everybody thrnks. .

phets did- nof write and theit words have been all the

_ The followmg excerpt descrlbes the preparatton for-a
g ma]or battle:’ fought by - Sundiata: against the forces - of
Sournaoro, king of the: Soss0s, who had {aken control.of Mali

g anel who isicalled an evil sorcerer in the epic. Note the inter-

roverbs, the: presence of aspects of Muslim. and

ces to. iron,’ ancl the h1gh value placed on
key to military power in ‘the savanna. Note

" .Every rman-o hls'own land! lf itis foretold that your deetrny B
shouild be fulﬂlled in such. and: such g land, men can do

‘ nothing: -against. it Mansa Tounkara could not keep Sundi=

o :ata back because: ihe destiny. of: Songolcne son was
' ;;bound up wnth that of: Mall Nalther the ]ealousy of a crueli E

redoubtable army The whole: popuiation senit ‘their best-

‘:"Djata a’bristling iron squadron ‘The trooptook the direc- .
. ¥ion.of Wagadou, for Djata did-not have; enough troops 1o

the-griot:who’ rescuss the' memories. of - Gonfront : Soumaora, directly;

) the kmgl Soumaba Cisse. A swrft messenger had been

: fo.mest Sundiata and his troops He gave Sundlata half of
. hrs cavalry and blessed the weapons Then Mandlng Bory .
" said to'his brother “D]ata do you 1 thll"lk yourself able to:

_' - always find there sufflclent flbers fo tie up-aman. Numbers
L mean noth1ng i te worth that counts Wlth my cavalry |'

- reached Wwas, Tabon the_ jron- gated town:in the rnldst

aresu!t What paltry |earn|ng 13 that Whlch |s_ SR
RSN . . the mountalns for Sundiata ‘had promused Fran Kamara

" the-divines, :Singbin" Mara Cissé and: Mandjan: Bérété;

religion, the. celebration: of Sundiata’s prowess, theé "~ preferred. Alexander, the king of: gold.,
: .crossed the world from west 1o ast' He- ‘wan

exander the Great 1nsp1res th1s Afrtcan _

. Questlons Can oral tradmons be used hke othe S0
“Even. if they are not entlrely ‘true; "do they hav
fvalute7J ]udgmg from this’ epic, ‘how did people of the'$
' 'deﬁne the quahtles of a kmgp ‘What aspects: of the ép T

contacts between this part of Afnca and the w1der WO 1d

wrckedness could alter for a moment“ '
! destlny i
el s'anemy, is. not long Ilved yet the
dden will surely die oid. Djata (Sundl—
enough now-to, face his. enemles At the
id the s etatellness ‘of the lion and the:
H|s vorce carrled authorlty, his:
S arm was iron, he vvas the hus- -

kmg of Mema, gave Sundlata half- -

lo3:] valiant ‘came. forward:of their own.
fol indiata in the-great ‘adventure, Thecav-. - .
fania, which he: “had fashioned | himself, formed his =
uadron. Sundlata dressed:in: the: Muslim fashion of
"at the head of his - srall. but -

- ith-hirm: He was surrounded by f|ve messengers
) all, ‘and- Mandmg Bory [Sund|atas brother] tode .
yat hls side. The' horsemen; of Mema formed behind -

‘and g0 the. king. of: Mema
ised. him- “fo. go 0 Wagadou and take halt the men, of=

sent there and sothe king of Wagadou came out in person

face Soumaoro riow?” )
“No- matter how small & forest may be, you can.

- shall clear mysef-a path to Mali
Djata gave out-his orders hey would head south i,

:'-sklrtrng Soumaoros klngdom The first objecttve to- be‘

* that hé would pass Tabon efore Teturning to Mali. He
hoped-to find’ that. ‘his childhoed - ‘¢ompanion had
‘become king: Itwas a forced march and duringthe hatts

. _-related 1o Sundlata it -history, of - Alexander the. Great
;and: several other heroes, but:of. all.of them Sund| £

' 'cutdo hls prototype bothin the extent of hls_ i
’ nd in the Wealth of hIS treasury L




