
Station 1:
Motives of

Imperialism
Based upon this image, what is imperialism? 

Imperialism: The 
policy by a stronger 
nation to attempt 
to create an empire 
by dominating 
weaker nations 
economically, 
politically, 
culturally, or 
militarily.



Based upon this image, 
why would Europeans 
want to imperialize? 

Based upon this image, what was 
the impact of imperialism? 



From 1850 to 1914, the strong, industrialized nations of 
Europe used imperialism to seize colonies & dominate 
the local gov’ts & economies in Africa & Asia 

How Did Imperialism Begin?



Why did the industrialized nations of the world imperialize?

Causes:

Nationalism in Europe meant that each nation wanted to become 
the most powerful.
Having a lot of overseas colonies showed power.
This turned into an all-out race for the best & most numerous 
colonies in Africa & Asia.

Economic Competition led to a huge demand for raw materials so 
countries could make more factory-produced goods and new 
overseas markets to sell their finished goods.
Having numerous colonies in Africa & Asia helped fuel the revolution.

Missionary Spirit led to missionaries to convert the “uncivilized” 
natives to Christianity by creating churches, schools, & hospitals.
Europeans believed in an idea called “Social Darwinism” that argued 
that whites were the most evolved & superior race.
Europeans believed in the “white man’s burden” that they had a 
responsibility to civilize the world.



Forms of Imperialism

Europeans seize a territory 
& rule it directly by sending 
governors to the colony.

Local gov’t exists, but 
Europeans make all 
real decisions in order 
to protect their trade.

Nations gain exclusive trading 
rights in territory, dominate 
all trade, but allow the local 
gov’t to make other decisions.



Direct vs. Indirect Rule

European nations chose one of two different paths 
when it came to colonial rule:

Indirect rule: colonies were 
given a degree of internal 
autonomy 

Example: Nigeria

Direct rule: the colony was 
directly administered by the 
colonizer

Example: Senegal


