


Renaissancemovement based on the literature and ideas of
Ancient Greeceand Rome, such as the worth of each individual.
Renaissancescholarsrefer to humanismastheȰSpirit of the Ageȱ.

HistoriansdefineRenaissanceHumanismin severalways:

Early humanists were primarily interested in the study of
classical(Greekand Roman)writers, especiallyCiceroand
Virgil. Old manuscripts were studied and the classical
writing stylewascopied. Thisinterest in classicallearning,
however, was more than just a fascination with ancient
times.
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Later the study of humanismexpandedto mean a new outlook on
life, including a general critical (questioning/ skeptic) spirit, a belief in
achievementand education, and a secular (worldly) view. This led to
great achievementsin literature andthe arts. ThetermȰhumanitiesȱ
originates from the era. Among the most important beliefs was
individualism,an emphasison the dignity and worth of the individual
person. Another important belief was the idea of human
improvement,that peopleshoulddeveloptheir talents through many
activities: politics, sports, and the arts. A Ȱ2ÅÎÁÉÓÓÁÎÃÅȱman would
havethesecharacteristicsandbroadinterests.

In Northern Europea form known asChristianHumanismdeveloped.
Insteadof classicalinterests,the emphasisof study would havebeen
the original texts of the Church(HebrewandGreek). Thegoal for this
form of humanism is reform of the Church. With independent
thinking, people began to challenge long-accepted traditions,
assumptions,and institutions. As they made all sorts of unsettling
discoveries,it further validatedtheir desireto challengeandquestion
nearlyeverything---evenlong-standingchurchtraditions.
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