
The Quest for Empire
Analyzing European Motives

Predict the motives for European Imperialism to gain 
a deeper understanding of Imperialism and its effects 
on the indigenous peoples in Africa and Asia.



Directions
You will explore the motives behind the European rush 
to create colonial empires at the end of the 19th century. 

Examine the placards:

• Describe what you see on the placard and discuss with your 
partners. (It is okay to guess.)

• Determine which of the five categories the artifact reveals. There 
may be more than one motive. 

• Choose one motive to fully explain.



Analyze, identify, and 
explain the…

1 .Po l i t i c a l

2 .Economic

3 .Exp lo ra tory

4 .Re l i g iou s

5 . Ideo log i ca l

…motives of Europeans 
and their effects on 
indigenous people in 
Africa and Asia due to 
the demand of raw 
materials needed to fuel 
the Industrial Revolution 
and the want for exotic 
goods in Europe.



POLITICAL

Political motives were based on a nation’s desire…

• to gain power, 

• to compete with other European countries, 

• to expand territory, 

• to exercise military force, 

• to gain prestige by winning colonies, and 

• to boost national pride and security.



ECONOMIC

Economic motives included the desire…

• to make money, 

• to expand and control foreign trade, 

• to create new markets for products, 

• to acquire raw materials and cheap labor, 

• to compete for investments and resources, and 

• to export industrial technology and transportation methods.



EXPLORATORY

Exploratory motives were based on the desire…

• to explore “unknown” or uncharted territory, 

• to conduct medical searches for the causes and 

treatment of  diseases, 

• to go on an adventure, and 

• to investigate “unknown” lands and cultures.



RELIGIOUS

Religious motives included the desire…

• to spread Christianity, 

• to protect European missionaries in other lands, 

• to spread European values and moral beliefs, 

• to educate peoples of  other cultures, and 

• to end the slave trade in Africa.



IDEOLOGICAL

Ideological motives were based on cultural values such as the belief  that…

• the Europeans and the western culture were “superior,” 

• other cultures were “primitive,” 

• Europeans should “civilize” peoples in other parts of  the world, 

• “great” nations should have empires, and 

• only the “strongest” nations will survive.



Placard A -Open-shaft diamond mining at Kimberley, South Africa, in 1872



Placard B -A Methodist Sunday School at Guiongua, Angola, 1925



Placard C

Germans taking 
possession of 
Cameroon in 1881



Placard D



Placard E -Africans bringing ivory to the wagons in South Africa, c. 1860



Placard F

Sketch map of 
Central Africa, 
showing Dr. 
Livingstone’s 
exploration



Placard G
Advertisement for Pears’ Soap from the 1890s,
and a stanza from The White Man’s Burden,
written in response to the American take over
of the Philippine Islands

Take up the White Man's burden--

Send forth the best ye breed--

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,

Half-devil and half-child.

-Rudyard Kipling, 1899



Placard H -Mrs. Maria C. Douglas, doctor and missionary, and the 

first class of pupil nurses in Burma, in 1888



Placard I -British cartoon showing the Chinese being savaged by 

European powers, and the poem The Partition of China, 1897



Placard J

Bagged groundnuts 
in pyramid stacks in 
West Africa



Placard K -French capture of the citadel of Saigon, Vietnam



Placard L - British Lipton Tea advertisement in the 1890s



Placard M

British cartoon “The 
Rhodes Colossus,” showing 
Cecil Rhodes’ vision of 
making Africa “all British 
from Cape to Cairo,” 1892



Placard N
Brought by faithful hands over land and sea,
Here rests David Livingstone, Missionary,
Traveller, Philanthropist. Born March 19, 1813, at
Blantyre, Lanarkshire. Died May 1, 1873, at
Chitambo’s Village, Ulala. For 30 years his life
was spent in an unwearied effort to evangelize
the native races, to explore the undiscovered
secrets, to abolish the desolating slave trade, of
Central Africa, where with his last words he
wrote, “All I can add in my solitude, is, May the
Heaven’s rich blessing come down on everyone,
American, English, or Turk, who will help to heal
this open sore of the world.”

I beg to direct your attention to Africa; I know
that in a few years I shall be cut off in that
country, which is now open: Do not let it be shut
again! I go back to Africa to try to make an open
path for commerce and Christianity; do you
carry out the work which I have begun. I leave it
with you! -David Livingstone, 1857



An imperial yacht passing through the Suez Canal in Egypt at the opening of the canal in 1870.

Placard O


